January g, 7917.—New Year’s Day—and a thick rain. To the
Legation, where Solvay, Lambert, Jadot, and de Wouters of the
Comité National called to pay their respects; then came Lemon-
nier and the aldermen, Lemonnjer making a little speech in which
he spoke of the reélection of President Wilson as ope of the happy
events of the old year. Then I went over to the Political Depart-
ment. Hertert had, by a fortunate mistake, asked if von Bissing
would receive me, saying that I wished to pay my respects. I had
not intended to do so, but it turned out happily enough, for von
Bissing, though too ill to receive, was deeply touched by my ex-

unfavorable opinion in America and pointed out that it was injur-
ing the chance of peace. He said he knew it, and said that they
were going to give up the policy, though slowly, lest their adver-
saries say that they abandoned it because of external criticism and
pressure, He said that the men o Malines were to be taken the

4th and said that Herter might go with him to see it,hif hE wishe(.it.
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! Christian Herter, attaché of the American Embassy at Berlin, detailed for 3
time to assist in the Brussels Legation,



